Owing to the wastage of Turkish manpower in the Canal
and Mesopotamia campaigns by von der Goltz, the Turks
point blank refused to serve under German officers.
General Erich von Falkenhayn, the butcher of Verdun,
having been relieved of his position as Chief of the German
General Staff in late 1916, retrieved his reputation some-
what by his invasion of Rumania and in June 1917 took
over command of the Turkish forces from Field-Marshal
von der Goltz, who had forged the Ottoman forces into
a weapon of war, in pre-war days.
The British General Maude continually outmanoeuvred
the German-officered Turkish forces operating along the
Euphrates basin, and he so often anticipated the strategy
of Falkenhayn that again the Turks, under Enver Pasha,
refused to allow him also to waste their forces in both
Mesopotamia and Palestine. German efforts in Palestine
were beaten before any action started, for their methods
appealed neither to Turk nor Arab. The Potsdam spirit
was of little avail in the waterless desert, where the natives
looked for supermen. The German military system could
not stand against the easy-mannered yet strict British
officers, who were the product of generations of experience
in handling, with a minimum of force, tribesmen and
fanatics. There was nothing wrong with the courage of
the Germans; the fault lay in the system.
The Turks in their retreats reduced the surrounding
countryside to famine, plundering and firing homes in
their path. They were doughty fighters enough, but by
now they had lost their interest in the fight, because they
were fearful of conquering only to be enslaved to a wider
German Empire in the East. Also the Turk could not
be made to fight against the British with that same racial
and religious ardour with which he fought the Russian.
This probably was the main reason why all German
commanders in Asia Minor were unable fully and im-
mediately to benefit from the dissolution of the Russian
army in the Caucasus after the Bolshevist revolution.
Tormented by thirst, bitten by mosquitoes whose sores
were kept open by the everlasting fly, the pain aggravated
by prickly heat, the British soldier in the Near East most
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